Working women – unorganized labors’ rights Symposium

Report 

                        On   28.03.2009 The above Titled Symposium held at SMB Mahal, Thiruporur at 11. AM and the same was Presided over by  Advocate .Mrs. Santhakumari, Introduced by    Mr. T.K. Ezhumalai  Director –RDT Fallowed by  Mr. E.Selvam   OSMS, Welcome by   Mrs. E.Celin  RTD and  Lightening the Lamp( Cultural Lightening)  by    Mrs. P. Lalitha      , The respective Participants  are from  Kattur , Alathur , Karumpakkam , Venpedu , Solinganallur , Samathuva Nager , Yakattur , Chemanchery full .

                        First of all  Mrs. Celin welcomed the participants and then the Kancheepuram Child Helpline team performed Bomalatam ( Dolls Play )  which portrayed  the woman’s education, Child Marriage , Women Atrocities and  Children problem 

The core story of bommalatam ( Dolls Play ) 

                         A Drunken Husband and his second wife having a female child of his first wife , and the child was very much harassed by her step mother . The female child wanted to go to school but the drunken father and her stepmother started abusing the child and   they are not allowing the child to go to school and says that if the female child study more they need to spent more money as dowry in her marriage so compelled her to accept for marriage. That child by knowing about child help and their service called child help on 1098 and explaining her situation, A responsible officer of child helpline  visited that child’s home and 

enquired about that matter and as he said earlier to the child by phone., except financial help the officer from the child help convinced the parents of the child and prevented the child marriage. In between there was a song about the problems of female children.

                              That song said about the orphan children’s problems. That child’s age was 14 the officer from the child help explained to the parents that the child marriage is illegal and advised the parents to send the child to school and the child helpline accepted to help all the educational expenses of that child including dress expense.  And the child help line proclaimed that if any body fount about any child harassments they are advised to contact the child helpline  by phone and their phone number is 1098 thus the team concluded  the Bommalatam ( Dolls Play ).

Then Mamalapuram child helpline coordinator Mr. Venket reddy extended his esteemed presence in that dais  .   

Mrs. Raksha ( IJM )

                           Fallowed by the above bommalatam (the Dolls Play) Mrs. Raksha from IJM taught much about banded labours , slaves and about legal security , how to identify them., and how to rehab Tate them   . 

1. What is banded labour?

2.  Contracts in Banded Labour 

                       Raksha says all Banded labourism  emerging with an agreement and describe that banded labour includes labouring for  previous debts , getting salary in kinds , jobs on communal based and also   hereditary labouring . 

     The contract of banded labour limiting the labour to one particular employer for the low level wage of Rs. 10 or 20 . These kind of labours are not allowed to go apart from  their fence to search jobs . They will be forced to do job for low wage to a particular employer . And there will be Late pay or partial pay periodically to the labour and also some masters  by giving advance pay they  compel the labour to sale their products to a particular person for low price .

Rehabitation: The compelled forceful contract labour bonded labour  can complaint their position to VAO, Dhasilthar or to  Collector by a written complaint . If not they can go through any Voluntary organizations. If they complaint to the authorities the authorities will enquire the matter and take action against the wrong doer. They enquire the victims privately and take action . the govt will release the victim by a written release bond and  it will be read to the victim and the victim will be released   immediately and Rs. 1,000 will be granted to the victim as immediate relief .And also all the advance received  from the employer will be waved out and also  Rs. 19,000 will be again paid to the victim by the Govt as their relief. Their will be adequate protection will be granted for the Rehabitated   victim by the  police  . The employer will be punished . 

And also it is proclaimed that if there is any bounded labours found are requested to inform to IJM .

Mr. C. Nadasen  ( Polachery Village Panjoyet primary school )

                                Mr. Nadesen   Lectured  about Social structure and precent situation of women . In the ancient time women were held up for house hold works most of the time but now they reached to school and they are freely alowd 

to go for jobs . Inferiority is the first problem for women even though they are well educated . Many says women should be very happy always and should laugh but if they laugh many says they are uncontrolled. In Tamil Nadu many of the Autos propagate many bad women atrocity words they don’t have any care for women and don’t have interest to know about women’s right. It is true to say that for women, women is an enemy .Many places males are kidnapping women for money .  The position for Indian women is always tears , and  harassment  it is enough their life should be changed , We cannot keep silent but we have to do something to change the above circumstance . It is very good to give education to women and I advise the women hear please don’t believe any man  and if u don’t belive man u can grow above and above . Our literature says mother and fathers are first  gods so mother is our first god  then only the term says about temple . In literature many gave good position to women but In real they ill-treated her . If women need relief they should know much things and they should come forward to lead  the society . 

                         Mr. Nadessan also read a poem and mentioned about Thanthat Peryars and Barathyars words .

Mr. Jeyaraman Director SWEET 

                          ( He sing a revolutionary Tamil Song about female freedom ) Women should be more vigilant in society . Their problems will be solved by agitations only . They should get equal wage , they should fight against slavery and should listen the thoughts related to their freedom , It is our responsibility to make awareness to all women by organizing them through charity institutions. We have to mention much about women rights ,their livelihood and abour their 33 % reservation of  Indian parliament.

D.K.David Sunder Singh ( Advocate- Chennai )

                             (Women right and Law ) in 2009 we celebrate women’s day in this auditorium   but for that the women  spent huge battles to come up at least at this level to talk about women atrocities . Women harassment is not specifically for the problem of INDIA but it is an universal problem, The core thinking of women rights and their problems are discussed in the period of 1900. In the year of 1908 above 15, 000 women marched towards the    New York city for better pay is the first agitation of women in modern era. In 1909 The Socialist party of USA proposed first National Women day on 28th Feb. 1910 Second international conference of Copenhagen  was organized by Clara Zetkin the leader of social democratic party of Germany and there were 100 participants from 17 countries including first three elected women of Finnish Parliament came together and discussed about the women’s problem . In the year of 1911 International Women’s Day was honored by Austria , Denmark , Germany , Switzerland as March 19  . In that period there were 140 women workers are burnt alive in a triangular fire accident of New York which awaken the women to protect their rights. 1917 the Russian women started Bread and Peace agitation which brought great success on March 8th.  

                            Indian constitution provides huge rights to women of India their right against exploitation, right to live decently, right to speak, write, etc..  If their rights are violated they can get it by filing writs in Honourable Suprime Courts Of India.

                                        Bhavani Devi the social worker of Rajasthan was raped by a gang and a voluntary organization named as Visaka brought the incident to Honourable High Court of Rajasthan thus the honourable High Court and the Hounourable Supreme court of India laid some procedure to prevent sexual harassments against women in working place.

                                      In the year of 1993 June 24th 12. 45 AM 10 Policemen of Nagpur Crime Branch Arrested one Mr. Jaonious and his wife Jerina for robbery and sent Jaonious to Lockup and raped Jerina in Police Van By 10 policemen . The Bombay High Court Taken the Issue and Drafted some rules and prevented to arrest females after 6 PM that ruling was sharpened by Supreme Court. 

                                       If a girl stand boldly Indian Laws are much enough to get remedies. In the year of 1998 KPS.Kill the Punjab chief police slashed a female IAS officer Rupan Deol Bajaj in Public place and he was fined 2 Lakh Rupee and get 3 months rigorous imprisonment .  

                                           Even in Husband and wife Problems Laws are very strict which protect the poor wife from cruelty ,injury, harassment, instigating for suicide , Physical violence, Mantel violence Threatening of divorce ,Denying to access against child, Denying food, Locking out all are treated as cruel crime against a wife of a husband .

( Mr. Mohan and Umapathy sing a Social Revival Song )

Mr. Anbuvendhan  

                          Women are asking for rights but there are many laws are already there to protect women still there are many huddles are there in the society . Rights are not a privilege given by one person to other it is a natural one . It is very good this forum conducting this special function for females. Women problems are there all over the world .Sexual harassments, Dowry Harassments,  Unemployment like wise there are many problems are there for women .No one cares these the politicions just demand votes form women and go away and assure many things but after succeed in election they forget all . The working women should get jobs .

                            In salt fields 90 % of workers are women but their wage is very low . Male gets 120 Rs. And women gets 80 Rs only . Why this partiality because the laws are not executed well. Even in Government sectors women workers not having security the higher officials over ruling the women . Women should get land patta . women are eyes are the society but in practical they are not having right to speak not having right for free movement .No one  will give it to women they have to take it . There are many women working in farming but govt selling out the farm lands to foreign companies  and promises that there will be huge employment in industrial sector but what happened to the women working in farms .Thousands are women last their jobs all farming families struggling a lot .If land value increase it will be good for the land lord but what benefit for the labours . Govt not care of these things . Do we worry  about selling of our lands to foreign companies ?? The situation of women is worst then before now . This forum cares for the above reasons I believe this meeting will make good impact in society .

                        The rate of raw materials increases in world market , cost of living increases women should jointly protest against that. There are sexual exploitations are there against women even national women commission not worry about this so we women should take our power and fight against these evils.

Mrs Manimegalai 

(Sing a song which says even mud turn into gold )

                                 We live in solinganallur for the last 30 years  still we don’t have good drinking water and there is no Patta for our house . and people struggling by debts and barrowings . Mr. Elumalai  asked me to meet Mrs Geetha for the above but Govt compelling us to vacate . We request this forum to help us to live permanently in that locality   .

Mrs . Lalitha 

                            It is very difficult for Kattur women to get Job . Govt said about 100 days job but we are not getting it from Venpedu  panjoyet even one are two getting job but not getting good pay they say to give 80 Rs but give 65 Rs only that too for kooli labouring only . We requesting this forum to get good job opportunity  .

Mrs. Sulokshana ( Chemanchery )

                            There is no proper housing for Telugu people and there is no proper sanitary facilities . Even in stationary shops  they sell same things for high price to Telugu people and low price for Tamil people . We migrated to this area for jobs and we suffer like this. 

Association President Edayankuppam 

                            There are 35 families there in Edayankuppam . No own house and no Raton card and there is some problem for  the place where I live now .

Mrs . Dhilshath Begam ( Kelambakkam )

                           In the association people are discriminated in accordance by their religion and there is no benefit from association . 

Mrs. Kalavathy –Karumbakkam 

                           We don’t have proper ration shop for our Palur Village . We have to  get ration from a shop which is 3 Km far from our village and we need a separate ration shop for our village .

Miss. Vasugi –Samathuva Puram Kalipatur ( Gay)

                         I am living in a rental house I pay 700 Rs. Monthly rent but there is no proper facilities there. Even my fellow  Aravanies ( Gays ) are mocking me . There is common sanitary facilities there in my area but I cannot use it  . I am a mumber of Tamil Tail self welfare club . I have done an operation at Mumbai . I 

am not at all interested to joint with Gays Clubs I came hear to meet voluntary organization . Even my family is not accepting me. 

Mrs. Vasantha – Royalpakkam 

                         Kanyamman Koil self welfare club is not helping me well and it is not useful to me .  

Mrs. Mukkammal – Eyaderkuntram .

                            I am a widow and having three children . I am struggling for my day to day lively hood . I am not getting the Govt help from widow relief fund  so I need your helps .

Mrs. Saroja – Puylupai 

                            I am not having Ration card . I got 1000 Rupees from the govt for flood relief that too my many neighbors not received it . 

Miss. Sellammal – RDT

                       Tamil People are ill-treating me and they are discriminating me.

Miss. Maryammal  - RDT

                       There is no proper housing and health facilities are there for build constructing labours 

Mrs. Vimala – Siria Kattur 

                           There is no ration card to me and also we need separate ration shop to our village 

Mrs. Parimala – Karumpakkam 

                            There is no proper water facility in our area. I cannot get any loan from any bank even if I get it delays many days. I didn’t get any flood relief fund.

Mrs. Mala – Thiruporur 

                            The ration shop of our area is not working properly 

Mr. Francis – CORD 

                             I am studying about the women developments. Each day we are discussing about women problems still there is no permanent solution we found . We the voluntary organizations should find the solutions .

Mr. Vengada Reddy – Director – Child Help Line 

1. Child  Rights 

2. women Rights

3. Rights on equal lively hood 

4. Approaching NGOs and functioning with unity 

Mr. Anandha Raj – Humanist Movement 

                                 I like to talk about the 6 women who achieved a lot in the world 

1. 1. Mrs. Dr. Muthu Lakshmi Reddy from poor family background and she was not allowed to study after 5th standard but she broken all huddles and study her high education and get doctor degree from London and became the first Cancer doctor of India   .

2. Mrs. Sarogini Naidu the  freedom fighter of India who wrote lot of poem and written lot of books .

3. Mrs. Indra Gandhi the iron lady of INDIA the first women Prime Minister of India 

4. Burma Female child aged about 12 years who fight for her country 

5. Mrs. Jona Park from France she was an uneducated she stud before 10000 solders bravely and succeeded them.

Mrs. Maheswari – NAADHU Kancheepuram 

                                 (Spent few minutes in silent to honor the martyrs of  women freedom fighters ) Women spoiling their life by watching television always. Many stories of television encourage the polygamy which may spoil the family which watches these stories at their young age. There are very few serials are there in television which will be useful for females. We can settle the ration shop problems and self welfare club problems yourself. 

Kanyappan 

                     It is good to see there are many un organized labour  females participated in this meeting . It is difficult to get Educational Help , Marriage help from the Govt to the un organized labour . VAO delaying to sign . Lakhs  of rupees stagnated .There is no new registrations, Even small scale busness people struggle a lot with out getting a penny help . It is true to say that Govt Plans are not properly reached to the people . 

Mrs. Geeths 

               In 1908 the working women joint together and agitated in New York and Germany   . They fight against 12 hour work and asked for 8 hours work . They needed a respect and status in society and in their family . Women does labour work and house hold work etc.. they should be treated as equal as male . women are struggling by carrying lot of problems . it is appreciate able the SHG leaders came forward to share women burdens. Women should come forward to full fill their problems. Women are in trouble from their mothers womb to toll their death they are treated as slave .Women labouring in farms as equal as male .In 100 Rs  rural working plan males are just directing female to do job but males are not working . we have to agitate about all these . The labouring community if to live properly they should gel all fundamental needs for that women should unite first.  

                                There are dowry problem in scheduled and backward community people . Young females are suffering by sexual harassment . There are lot of serials and advertisements against female sprite we have to prevent all 

these by that we can control all sexual harassments. We should be aware always at least two women should joint from villages and should speak good things of women developments and also should discuss about the permanent solutions for some firing problems of women  .

                                 Good wage for the female labour should be fixed and should be executed properly . Relief cost should be paid to the women in the days where they don’t have job . Job to all, Good Health care . Pension all should be focused first and they should be settled soon .     

After Lunch 

Separate teams are fixed with 2 members each from each village and received the members signature.

Demands 

· Pattas should be granted for each hurts and also basic beam and patta should be for plots . And sanitation facilities should be fulfilled .

· Job opportunities should be made for working women. 

· Lands should be granted to women

· Don’t vanish small shops and hurts

· Full prevention of liquor  

· Control rate hike of basic products

· Fix one Ration shop for each 500 cards

· All basic food things should be given for marginal rate 

· Equal female representation in parliament elections  

· Appoint special officers to protect women under domestic violence act 

· Standardized child care centre should be opened in all places 

· Take action against child labour and banded  labour and full fill their basic needs .

· Fundamental facilities should be arranged for migrant labours 

· For unorganized labours’ state level welfare commissions  by labour ministry should be organized .

· Amend Laws positively for unorganized labours in central level 

· Enact new special laws against sexual harassments .

· Give job to all in 100 Rs job plan and pay 100 Rs wage faith fully.

· Hospital and electricity should be bring under fundamental rights .

· Houses to Aravanys ( Gays) and Patta , Beem patta and special sanitary facilities should be arranged .

· Give temporary ration cards to other state labours ( Migrant ) for their equal and standard life style .

· There should be systematic registration for unorganized labours. 

…………………………………………………………………………................

T.K.Elumalai,

Email: ruraltrust@yahoo.com
            rdt@rdt-trust.org
            info@rdt-trust.org
            Tamilnadu,

            India.
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