Medical Camp for Irula Tribal people of Oragadam Village jointly conducted by Rural Development Trust and Paripoorna Bala-Suraksha- Chennai.

A Irula Tribal Colony which consists of 32 families, living over 30 years at  Oragadam Village of Thiruporur Block, Kancheepuram District. The entire tribal colony of the village has very poor basic infrastructure. The Tamil Nadu Government has not yet provided even the basic amenities to these Residential Areas. In this situation RDT has involved with their issues and took necessary steps to get benefits of basic from State Government and Village Panchayat. With our continuous efforts RDT has taken initiative to improve their health status with Paripoorna bala suracksha, Chennai.

A One day Medical Camp was jointly conducted by RDT and Paripoorna Bala-Suraksha- Chennai which was held on 20-2-2010 at Orgadam Irulas Tribal Colony. A group of medical team, which consist Doctors, Nurse and Medical Assistants who have strongly contributed their services in the Medical Camp. 

Medical team visited the Irulas Tribal Houses:

In the beginning session, the Medical Team when they entered in the Tribal Colony, first they visited the Irula Tribal houses and talked with the family heads  and discussed about their standard of living , livelihood, resources, Education, Health Facilities, Employment, Toilet and Sanitation Facility etc. The team has given concrete ideas and suggestions to the families to overcome their issues slowly. 

Medical checkup for Tribal Children:

 In the second session each Tribal children of the village were undergone a complete oral medical checkup which was conducted in the tribal colony includes.
1. Height / Weight

2. Vision

3. Dental 

4. Hearing

5. Skin problems

6. Cardiac Problems 
7. Disabilities and 

8. General illness, etc.
As a result over 47 Tribal children were benefited in the camp. In the total beneficiaries 8 children who have defect on vision, dental and hearing were referred to government hospital Chengalpattu and SRM hospital, Chennai.

The total medical expenses to the referral beneficiaries will be met by PariPoorna Bala Suracksha at free cost.

In this medical checkup, necessary general medicine, iron tablets and Tonics and de-warming powder are provided based on the references given by the doctors. Parents were also advised to monitor and give the above said medicines to their children without fail. For further follow up treatment, a medical health card was issued to each child by PariPoorna Bala Suracksha which covers 100 percent health coverage for all children. The Paripoorna also ensured to provide free health coverage insurance scheme for the tribal children which is the most important to the under privileged sections of the society. 

General problems found in the medical camp among Tribal people:

i. High rate of under nourished children

ii. Common childhood illnesses such as die aria , Pneumonia and Scabies , Meacells, Vision, Hearing and Dental defects.  

iii. Lack of opportunity to intervene when Tribal mothers are pregnant and during children`s first two years of life.

iv. Lack of knowledge on immunization and appropriate foods for children.

v. Lack of nutrition and support for children, adolescent girls, pregnant and breast feeding mothers.

vi. Lack of continuous care for children during and after illness.

vii. Lack of community based primary health care services.

viii. Very poor knowledge on general cleanliness and Hygienic practices.

Health club Initiated in Tribal Colony: 

A five member health club includes children was established in Tribal colony which can promote health care for all the children in the tribal colony. The RDT and paripoorna will jointly train them on promoting comprehensive health services and hygienic practices.
In the medical camp Dr.Sailakshmi and Dr.Siva and five medical assistants were, involved in the camp. Along with them Mr.Senthil and Ms.Anisha coordinators from paripoorna bala suracksha and Mr.S.R.Mohan and A.Mohan coordinators from RDT were jointly participated to provide support activities in the medical camp. This medical camp was given new experiences and opportunity to this victimized people and ensured there to get access health coverage through free health insurance schemme.


RDT has planned to extend this kind of medical opportunity services to the remaining working villages of RDT at Kanchipuram District. 
